HOST CLUB GUIDELINES FOR WORKING WITH A PHOTOGRAPHER AND VIDOE COMPANIES AT A U.S. CHAMPIONSHIP
1) Arrange for a photographer to be at the event months before the event happens. US SAILING prefers to work with professional marine photographers to ensure top quality. US SAILING is always looking to expand its photo library (photos are used to supply to media along with editorial on the event, as well as for promotional products such as posters, website stories).

2) At some events US SAILING may provide the official photographer and or an additional photographer.  Please check with US SAILING prior to making commitments to any photographer or video company.

3)  Professional marine photographers often like to take photos of sailors and sell them to competitors/family/friends at the event. Make sure to work this out with the photographer ahead of time.
4)  Make a list of the types of images most useful to your club/event. 
US SAILING will provide each photographer and video company with a specific list of it own needs. Such as…

- sponsor logos on marks/flags/banners/sails
- close-up action shots of sailors, especially of the day’s winners and likely overall winners (media and US SAILING prefer to see the passion on the sailors’ faces over a large body of water with maybe a boat or 2 far away)

- close-up face shots of the sailors so that they are identifiable to fans/family


- action shots of rounding the marks, hiking, tacking, etc.

- close up of the starting line with view of as many bows/sails as possible in one frame  

- off-the-water shots of sponsor banners at Club

- off-the-water shots of sailors having fun at on-shore festivities
5) Make sure to outline to the photographer before the event what your expectations are: 

- photos need to be supplied daily to US SAILING for its online event coverage (US SAILING gives photo credit) – photographer can work with Liz Walker directly to establish best process (photos can be submitted via US SAILING’s FTP-server). 

- if your club has the capability to show photos as a slideshow under the tent, let the photographer know


- before the photographer is done shooting the event, make sure to request a CD with all high res image to send to US SAILING
7) Arrange for a photo boat. Be sure the boat driver is knowledgeable about the race course and boundaries. 
8) Make sure the photographer knows when the photo boat is leaving, from what location, and if there are other people/photographers on the boat. This info should be available at the check-in or media center. 
9)  Make sure the photographer knows how to contact you and that you can contact the photographer while he/she is on the water.
10) Provide a scratch sheet of the competitors (names, sail numbers, bow numbers, etc.) for the photographer.
11) If you happen to have an amateur photographer new to racing, be sure they understand 

- how long their day on the water might be

- they need to pack their own food/water/clothing

- sunscreen is their friend
- they are responsible for themselves 
12 -And last but certainly not least, be sure to give credit for the photos. This is key for the photographers. 
